CONGRATULATIONS!

Your team has qualified to compete in the 2011 USA Ultimate Club Championships in Sarasota, Fla. The best Ultimate teams in USA Ultimate will converge upon the Sarasota Polo Fields from Oct. 27-30 when 16 Open, 16 Women, 16 Mixed and 12 Masters teams will compete to be crowned USA Ultimate Champions. 

With 60 squads in attendance this is one of the largest, most competitive Ultimate tournaments in the world.

This will be a great experience for all involved. A dedicated staff will be on-hand to help make this a memorable tournament. Check out the 2011 USA Ultimate Club Championships website at http://www.usaultimate.org/competition/club_division/club_championships/default.aspx. You can link to this directly from the USA Ultimate website at http://www.usaultimate.org. Check it out for lots of tourney information including a list of teams, schedule, and pre-tournament hype! 

             Site Info:
Sarasota Polo Club,  8201 Polo Club Lane, Sarasota, FL 34240

Airport:
Fly in to the Sarasota airport (about 20 minutes from the fields), or fly in to the larger airport in Tampa (about 60 minutes to Sarasota).

Lodging:
Check out the Travel page on the tournament website for more information about what is available at the tournament hotel (very close to the fields).  Or you can go out on your own and find a great place to rent elsewhere.  Please be on your best behavior while staying in the Sarasota community.  Call to reserve rooms right after Regionals to make sure they are still available. (Remember, booking with the tournament hotel gets you great rates and keeps you close to the action and will help offset costs of housing tournament volunteers and staff.) 

Transportation:
Teams should arrange their own transportation for the tournament.  Dollar Rental Car is the official tournament car rental company, with special rates for tournament attendees.  Check out the Travel page on the tournament website for more details and driving directions. 

Pre-

Registration: 
Pre-registration takes place before the tournament and involves the following steps outlined below in detail. In addition, any USA Ultimate waivers and dues that have not been paid must be paid by all players on your Series roster before the event.

· Online captain’s meeting – Email your division’s National Director immediately

· Team Info Form – Due Oct. 5 (for Oct. 1-2 regionals) or Oct 12 (for Oct. 8-9 regionals)

· Spirit Award Nominations – Due on Oct. 5 or Oct. 12 with Team Info Form

· Tourney Fee – Due Oct. 21 

· Rules Knowledge Requirement (NEW) – Due Oct. 21

· Uniform and Coaching Requirements (NEW) – Be sure your team meets them.

On-line 

Captain’s

Meeting: 
You must contact your National Division Director immediately upon receiving this packet.  He or she will conduct an on-line/email captain's meeting prior to the tournament to address seeding, rules clarifications, observers, and other competition issues.  



National Masters Director: David Raflo nmd@usaultimate.org 



National Mixed Director: Kris Kelly nxd@usaultimate.org 

National Open Director: Adam Goff nod@usaultimate.org 


National Women's Director: DeAnna Ball nwd@usaultimate.org 

Team Info 

Form:
DEADLINE (Oct. 1-2 Regionals) – Wednesday after your Regional tournament (Oct. 5)! 
DEADLINE (Oct. 8-9 Regionals) – Wednesday after your Regional tournament (Oct. 12)!
The Team Info Form is attached to this packet. Please fill it out and email it to Andy Lee at andy@hq.usaultimate.org by the Wednesday after your Regionals.  This form includes questions about team history, rosters, jersey numbers, team contact information, and other important information for the media, website, program, and tournament organizers.  It also includes an important survey regarding lodging, which will help us get you better deals in the future. This deadline comes up fast and is not negotiable because of printing deadlines.  (A $50 late fee will be assessed for missing this deadline.)

Spirit Awards

Nominations:
Every year, each team at the USA Ultimate Championships gets to nominate a player the team feels is its best representative of Spirit of the Game.  SOTG includes at its core respect for the game and all players. Please include your team’s nomination on the Team Info Form that you send in to by the Wednesday after your Regionals.

OPEN DIVISION CAPTAINS:  In the Open Division, the spirit award is officially called the Farricker Spirit Award.  Please refer to the Spirit Award web page for more info and include a brief write-up with your spirit nominee in the Team Info Form.

Please note the specific qualifications for the Open spirit award nominees.

http://www.usaultimate.org/about/history/awards/spirit_awards.aspx
WOMEN’S DIVISION CAPTAINS:  In the Women’s Division the spirit award is officially called the Kathy Pufahl Cande Spirit Award.  Please refer to the Spirit Award web page for more information and include a brief write-up with your Spirit Award nominee in the Team Info Form.  Please note the specific qualifications for the Women’s spirit award nominees. 

http://www.usaultimate.org/about/history/awards/spirit_awards.aspx
MASTERS DIVISION CAPTAINS:  In the Masters Division, the spirit award is officially called the Marty Bakko Spirit Award.  Please refer to the Spirit Award web page for more info and include a brief write-up with your spirit nominee in the Team Info Form.

Please note the specific qualifications for the Masters spirit award nominees.

http://www.usaultimate.org/about/history/awards/spirit_awards.aspx
Tourney Fee:
The tournament fee is $60 per player.   

Every player on the roster you submit to USA Ultimate after Regionals must be paid for.  Checks should be made out to "USA Ultimate" and mailed to USA Ultimate Headquarters (received no later than Friday, Oct. 21).  Contact Byron Hicks at byron@hq.usaultimate.org if you will have trouble meeting the payment deadline.  There will be a $50 team late fee for anyone who pays after the deadline.  Any player or team who has not paid by the captain's meeting will not be allowed to play in the tournament.

Mail to:


Club Championship Tourney Fee


(Your team name)


USA Ultimate


4730 Table Mesa Road, Suite I-200C


Boulder, CO 80305

Rules

Knowledge

Requirement:
NEW THIS YEAR - USA Ultimate is requiring that one player on every team that qualifies for the USA Ultimate Club Championships pass an online rules quiz before the event. The quiz is short, “open book”, and covers a few basic rules and common game situations. Please have your designated rules person contact Byron Hicks (byron@hq.usaultimate.org) to get the link for the quiz so that it can be completed by Oct. 21. 

Stats:
NEW THIS YEAR - In order to continue to promote this championship event to fans everywhere, we are going to be working to get some basic stats recorded for each game. Unfortunately, we do not typically have enough volunteer stat-keepers for all 30 fields at the Club Championships. For games where we do not have stat-keepers, we are looking for the teams to be able to record some basic stats (Goals and Assists) to be turned in to a field marshal following each game. Please include in your Team Info Form the name and email contact for a person who will be able to coordinate the assistance of your team with stat-keeping for the event. We will work to make this a minimal impact on your team, while making a big positive impact for the event and the sport.

Uniform 

Requirements:
The player requirements are the same as in 2010. The coach requirements are new. Please read them carefully.  If you have questions, please contact USAU Headquarters to clarify any issues BEFORE you get to the tournament. 

Player Uniform Requirements

a. All players participating in the USA Ultimate Club Championship tournament for a given team must wear jerseys of identical color and design.

b. Teams must have two jerseys of distinctly different color.    

c. Jerseys must have numbers on the back.  The numbers must be at least 6 inches high, be one or two digit Arabic numerals, and be in clear contrast with the jersey.  No two players on a given team may use the same number or numbers with the same value (e.g. 00 and 0, 01 and 1, etc.).

d. Uniform bottoms (shorts, pants, skirts) worn by players on the field must be of identical color and design. Teams must have numbers on either the front of their jerseys or the front left or right leg of their uniform bottoms (shorts, pants, skirts), although teams may opt to do both.  The placement must be the same for the whole team.  The numbers must be at least 2 inches high, match the number on the back of their jersey, and be in visible contrast with the jersey.   

e. It is recommended that uniform accessories including tights, undershirts, hats, and socks be of identical or coordinated style and color.  

f. USA Ultimate reserves the right to disqualify and/or fine players who fail to meet the uniform requirements.    

NEW THIS YEAR - Coach Uniform Requirements

a. All coaches participating in the USA Ultimate Club Championship tournament must wear either a uniform of identical color and design as the team, or professional coaching attire as defined below.

b. Professional coaching attire is defined as any combination of the following:

1. The team jersey, or a sleeved shirt/polo matching the team uniform colors (and/or university, if the team uses the university colors for their uniforms).

2. Team shorts/skirt or hemmed slacks/shorts/skirt of an appropriate solid color     

3. Business casual attire     

4. Closed toe shoes such as cleats, flats or athletic shoes. Flip flops, open toed sandals and bare feet are not considered professional coaching attire.     

c. Coach jerseys and shorts are not subject to the number requirements for players.

d. Names, logos, and graphics on jerseys must comply with the Name/Logo/Uniform Guidelines below.

e. It is recommended that uniform accessories including weather related gear, tights, undershirts, hats, and socks be of identical or coordinated style and color.

Name/Logo/Uniform Guidelines 

USA Ultimate reserves the right to alter, or require a team to alter, a team name, player or coach nickname, team logo, jersey graphic, or uniform and/or suggest alternatives at or in conjunction with a USA Ultimate program or event should USA Ultimate personnel determine that the existing name, logo, graphic, or uniform might hinder the mission of the organization or the goals of a specific USA Ultimate program or event.  Alterations must meet with the approval of USA Ultimate personnel. 

Practice Fields:
Teams may come out to the Sarasota Polo Club on Wednesday, Oct. 26 to practice. Please park in designated parking areas and be respectful of facility and event staff and vendors who will be setting up for the tournament. If you are asked to move locations or stay off the fields, please respect those requests.

Event

Registration:
Mandatory for all teams ($50 fee for not coming to registration) - Wednesday, Oct. 26. Check-in your team, take care of last-minute administrative issues, pick up your player packs, and meet captains from other teams.  Exact time and location TBD. An email notification will be sent to you when this is finalized. 

Volunteers

Gifts:
Thanks to your generosity in years past, this has been well-received by our volunteers. We are asking that each team bring a gift that will be given to a volunteer at the end of the event. It should be Ultimate-related, preferably something to do with your team (jersey, hat, sweatband, etc). Don’t worry about it being expensive. It’s just something to show that the efforts of the folks who help run the event are appreciated. Bring whatever you have to Event Registration. Event staff will collect it when you check-in. This is not a requirement, but we hope every team will bring something to contribute. You team will gain at least one fan as a result. Thanks!

Captain’s

Meeting: 
Mandatory for all teams ($50 fee for not attending) - Wednesday, Oct. 26. Receive program, tournament logistical information, schedule, captain's packet, last-minute competition clarifications, and meet tournament organizers and captains from other teams.  Please inform your National Division Director if you have any issues with attendance. 
Exact time and location TBD. An email notification will be sent to you when this is finalized.

Field

Regulations:
Rules for the fields.  Make sure your teammates know and follow:  


No Glass! This is important. We’re at a world-class polo facility where protection of the polo horses is a huge priority. If you are found on the fields with a glass container, you will be told to leave the Polo Club for the duration of the tournament.
Dogs must be leashed! We would prefer that you leave the pooches at home. We don’t want dogs locked in cars or tied up in the sun. If you must bring your dog, leash it. They can spook the horses, which could cause us to lose our privileges at the Polo Club.


Spectators and equipment must stay at least 3 yards away from sidelines! Where there are buffer lines, stay behind them. Where there are not buffer lines, stay back at least 3 yards.
Trash and Recycling! Place recyclables in the recycling receptacles and place trash in the trash containers.

Game 

Schedule:
Go to tournament website for information. Detailed competition schedules will be available October 17, after seedings have been finalized. The order of finals on Sunday, October 30 will be Open, Mixed, Women’s at approximately 9:00am, 11:45am, and 2:30pm  respectively. The start of the 2nd and 3rd finals may be pushed later due to earlier games and award ceremonies.

Placement 

Games

And Strength

Wildcards:
Placement games must be played out to their completion as described in the Competition Rules


(game totals/caps) unless otherwise approved by the Competition Director at the 2011 USA


 Ultimate Club Championships. Variation from the Competition Rules without approval of the Competition Director will result in sanctions for the teams and/or team’s region. 

The strength wildcard algorithm that will be used to determine bids to the 2011 USA Ultimate Club Championships can be viewed at 

Mixed/Open/Women’s - http://www.usaultimate.org/competition/club_division/club_series/series_guidelines.aspx#wildcards-str 

Masters – http://www.usaultimate.org/competition/club_division/club_series/series_guidelines.aspx#wildcards-anti 

More details will be provided to teams prior to the tournament.

International

Qualifying:
There are two international events for which US teams at the 2011 USA Ultimate Club Championships can qualify, based on their finish at the tournament.

WFDF World Ultimate Championships – The top-finishing* US team in each division (Masters, Mixed, Open, Women’s) will qualify to be selected by USA Ultimate to represent the United States in the city of Sakai, Japan, July 7-14, 2012. 

US Open – The top four finishing* US teams in the Mixed, Open, and Women’s divisions will be eligible for selection by USA Ultimate to participate in the inaugural US Open. The event will be hosted by USA Ultimate and the Colorado Springs Sports Corp on July 4-8, 2012 at the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs CO. The event will be a celebration of the USA Ultimate mission of Character, Community, and Competition. The competition will feature the top four US club teams and the best four international club teams in each division. The competition will be held in conjunction with the USA Ultimate convention, which will provide the best educational and developmental opportunities for organizers, teams, and players from all over the world.


*Note: Final placement of all US teams in the event will be used to determine wait list bids to these international events.

Pre-finals

Meeting:
The captains of the Masters teams that make the finals will be required to meet with tournament officials at tournament HQ 10 minutes after the conclusion of their last semifinal. The captains of the Open, Mixed, and Women’s teams that make the finals will be required to meet with tournament officials immediately following half-time of the Masters final at tournament HQ.  Important logistical, scheduling, media, and competition issues related to the finals will be communicated. 

Medical:
Medical staff, including athletic trainers, will be on site at tournament central to treat injuries, handle emergencies, and provide some preventative care. The event will provide standard athletic tape, pre-wrap, ice, and some bandages. Other supplies, including special tape/bandages and anti-inflammatory drugs, will need to be brought by you or you may be charged by the training staff for those supplies. If there is an injury on a field that needs medical attention, inform a field marshal and they will radio to the trainers. If you have issues that need attention in the morning before play, please show up early to avoid long waits in line. The trainers will be at the fields by 7:30a.m. each day.

Alcohol:
You will note a change to how beer is made available at the tournament this year. Due to both liability and safety concerns, USA Ultimate is contracting with a beer vendor to make beer available for purchase on site. You must be 21 to purchase beer (with a legal form of I.D.). There will be a food court/player’s lounge area with seating available for food and beverage. However, unlike previous years, alcohol will not be confined to the beer garden. Purchased beer may be taken elsewhere in the facility. Restrictions will be in place to prevent the consumption of alcohol by minors and to limit the impact of trash on the event. No glass is allowed. Please use recycling containers throughout the complex to dispose of bottles and cans. 

Video/Media:
USA Ultimate will again hire the services of a live streaming/video partner to provide video coverage throughout the event. There will be camera operators, photographers, writers and commentators present throughout the event. They know to be respectful of the players and the games, and it is imperative that you and your team also be respectful in return to them.  Your cooperation with interview requests is appreciated and will have a positive impact on the way the sport is presented. Please contact a USA Ultimate representative either before or during the event if you have any concerns about interactions with media personnel. And be sure to let your friends and family at home know they can watch the action on www.usaultimate.org. 

Contacts:
Managing Dir.-Competition:  Will Deaver

will@hq.usaultimate.org 800-872-4384
Manager-Competition: Byron Hicks      

byron@hq.usaultimate.org 


Volunteer Coordinator: Shiellah Quintos 

vol_coord_club@usaultimate.org


Director-Marketing&Communications: Andy Lee
andy@hq.usaultimate.org  

National Masters Director: David Raflo 

nmd@usaultimate.org


National Mixed Director: Kris Kelly 

nxd@usaultimate.org
National Open Director: Adam Goff

nod@usaultimate.org

National Women's Director: DeAnna Ball
 
nwd@usaultimate.org 2011 USA Ultimate Club Championships

Team Information Form

DUE WEDNESDAY AFTER YOUR REGIONAL TOURNAMENT:

Oct. 1-2 Regionals – DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5

Oct. 8-9 Regionals – DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12

SEND TO andy@hq.usaultimate.org. 

Note: This deadline is NON-NEGOTIABLE.  If your team information form is not submitted by your deadline then a $50 late fee will be added to your team registration and your roster may not be included in the program.

TEAM CONTACTS

Please list two team contacts below.

1. Name:

Email Address:

Cell Phone:

Hotel:

2. Name:

Email Address:

Cell Phone:

Hotel:

Rules Quiz Contact

Please list the name and email of the person who will be taking the required rules quiz prior to October 21.

3. Name:

Email Address:

Stats CONTACT

Please list the name and email of the person who will can help coordinate limited, basic stat-keeping for your team.

4. Name:

Email Address:

Roster infoRMATION

Please fill in the blanks below.

Team Name: 

City/State:

Website:

Captain(s):

Coach(es):

Players:

(must be in order by jersey number, from lowest to highest, in the EXACT format shown below)

	Jersey #
(in order)
	Firstname
	Lastname
	Height
(Ft’,In”)
	Age

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


INDIVIDUAL SPIRIT AWARD NOMINATION

All teams - Please nominate one player from your team for the individual spirit award.

Open captains – Please include brief write-up for Farricker Award (http://www.usaultimate.org/about/history/awards/spirit_awards.aspx) nominee.

Women’s captains – Please include brief write-up for Pufahl Award (http://www.usaultimate.org/about/history/awards/spirit_awards.aspx) nominee.

Masters captains – Please include brief write-up for Bakko Award (http://www.usaultimate.org/about/history/awards/spirit_awards.aspx) nominee.

Spirit Award Nominee:

TEAM HISTORY

Please provide a brief overview of your team's history.  This must be NO LONGER than 200 words.  
(USA Ultimate reserves the right to edit based on space available and content suitability for public distribution.)

Team History:

TEAM LOGO

If you have a team logo, please send it to andy@hq.usaultimate.org along with this form.  Please send your team logo as either a high resolution jpeg (3" x 3" at 300 dpi), or a vector-based file with any fonts outlined (.eps or .pdf).

JERSEY COLORS

Light Jersey Color:

Dark Jersey Color:

Other Jersey Color:

2011 USA Ultimate Club Championships

Team Name: _______________________________________________

Team City: _________________________________State____________

Number of Athletes_____________

Number of Coaches_____________

Number of Spectators: Youth ___________ Adult______________

Name of Team Hotel Accommodations___________________________

If different from above, Name of Spectator Hotel Accommodations:

________________________________________________________

How many nights will you stay in Sarasota? _____________________

Estimated # of rooms per night:____________

Information garnered from this document will only be used for economic impact purposes.  The collection of this information is crucial for the future success of this event.  Thank you for your participation.

